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To the Residents and Taxpayers of the City of Fitchburg: 

 

Every summer beginning in July, City department heads begin the task of assembling recommendations for spending and 
revenue generation in the coming year. The City Council, along with various committees and boards, then evaluates these 
recommendations with �W�K�H�� �K�H�O�S�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �&�L�W�\�¶�V�� �)�L�Q�D�Q�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V���� �$�I�W�H�U�� �K�R�O�G�L�Q�J�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�� �P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�V�� �W�R��
review the budget, the City Council conducts a public hearing before taking final action on approving the budget. On 
November 1, 2016, the City Council approve�G���W�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V��������7 annual budget. On behalf of the City Council and staff, it is 
my pleasure to respectfully submit this adopted budget to you as laid out in the coming pages. 
 
While the operating budget appears on its face to be just numbers �± revenue and expenditures �± the real function of a 
municipal budget is a statement of policy and decision making. This budget is a road map for city departments and staff 
with endorsement by our elected officials. We, as staff, use this document to guide our spending, staffing, and programming 
for the next 12 month period. 
 
To begin, I must acknowledge the hard work by our Finance Department, and particularly the work of Finance Director Misty 
Dodge. Misty makes certain that the document is easy to follow yet exhibits the required accepted accounting standards.  
�0�L�V�W�\�¶�V���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���R�I���V�R�X�Q�G���P�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O���I�L�V�F�D�O���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���D�Q�G���V�W�D�W�H���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���D�U�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���D�V�V�H�W���W�R���R�X�U��
community.  
 
Where Your Taxes Get Spent 
 
City Hall is where the majority of our property owners pay 
their property taxes. Checks are written out to the City; 
however, only about a third of the mill rate is actually 
attributable to City taxation. The table to the right 
demonstrates how the total tax levy is divided amongst the 
various taxing jurisdictions. It is not unusual for this to be 
misunderstood. 
 
The average property owner in the City will experience a 
total tax bill increase of about $315 (5.2%). 
 
 
Following is a summary of a few key bottom line details: 
 

�¾ Property Values: �7�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶�V���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���Y�D�O�X�H���D�V���R�I���-�D�Q�X�D�U�\��������������6 stands at $2.77 billion. This is an increase of 

$108.8 million from a year prior (4.1%).  

 

�¾ Tax Rate: The C�L�W�\�¶�V���D�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���W�D�[���U�D�W�H���R�I������������ is an increase from the prior year of $0.25 (3.04%).  Based on 

�H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���I�D�L�U���P�D�U�N�H�W���Y�D�O�X�H�V�����F�D�O�O�H�G���³�H�T�X�D�O�L�]�H�G���W�D�[���U�D�W�H�´���D�V���L�W���L�V���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�V�R�Q���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���R�X�U���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�Q�G��
others in Wisconsin), the tax rate increased $.22 to $8.35 from a prior year rate of $8.13. 

 
�¾ Spending: City expenditures within funds supported by property taxes (including transfers) for 2017 are $37.7 

million, an increase of $2.4 million above 2016 budget levels (6.8%). If the transfers out of the general fund to the 

capital projects fund for two particular projects is excluded from both years, the increase is $3.3 million (9.6%).  The 

largest source of the increase was in the capital projects fund with expenditures of $10.0 million or an increase of 

$2.3 million (30.7%).  There are several unique major projects planned for 2017 including the construction costs for 

Lacy Road from the community center to Syene Road.  �7�K�H���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���I�X�Q�G���L�V���W�K�H���&�L�W�\�¶s primary operating fund and, 

Taxing Jurisdiction 

2016 Mill Rate 

per $1,000 of 

Assessed Value 

% Share of 

Mill Rate Total 

Schools Districts 

Net of State School Tax Credit 

(average of three located in City) 

$10.2820 44% 

City of Fitchburg 8.5401 37% 

Dane County 3.2027 14% 

MATC (Madison College) .9880 4% 

State of Wisconsin .1736 1% 

Total $23.1864 100% 

Administrative Offices 
 

5520 Lacy Road 
Fitchburg, WI  53711-5318 

Phone: (608) 270-4200     
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